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Actors on the Stage of Education: 
Building a Fun and Relational Class
by 
Ashley Earp and Cathy Gengl
Prelude:  What is a fun and relational class all about?
It’s an Attitude:  Having a good time with your students is an attitude. It comes from a desire to enjoy your job, to build relationships with your students, and to make your classroom a special, unique experience. There is no formal planning involved and it should never become a burden to you. It can be as simple as a smile.
It’s a Mood: One of the ways you can tell if a teacher has good classroom management is if the students are happy. Good behavior and contentment go hand-in-hand. This is true for a number of reasons, but it underscores the importance of maintaining a pleasant mood in the classroom.  A happy teacher creates happy students.
It’s a Feeling: Your students don’t have to be sweaty and crimson-faced to have a good time. You don’t have to make your classroom riotous and chaotic. And you don’t have to be knee-slapping funny. In the hearts of your students, the warm feelings of safety, of being comfortable around you and their classmates, and of being part of an upbeat classroom is their definition of fun.

It’s a Connection:  The simple act of making personal, no-strings-attached connections with students, through shared smiles and sweet laughter, will bring contagious joy to your classroom. You don’t have to be a comedian or a prankster. Just be open to having a good time with your students, and the rest will take care of itself.
It’s Everywhere:  Despite how tough their lives can be, kids wake up ready to laugh. They’re built for it. And teaching presents so many silly, goofy, and absurdly funny situations that are just waiting to be noticed and taken advantage of. Keep your eyes and ears open so these wonderful moments don’t pass you by.
It’s a Choice:  You can’t have fun with your students if you don’t like them. Seeing the best in your students, enjoying who they are as people, and appreciating their sense of humor and unique personalities is a choice you make. Sharing a laugh or smile, particularly with difficult students, is so powerful. 
It’s Reciprocated:  Students who are happy to be in your class, who like you, and who appreciate the organized, efficient, and fun classroom you’ve created, will jump through fire to pay you back. This law of reciprocation is a natural part of the human psyche. It’s powerful, behavior-changing stuff that few teachers know about or take advantage of.
It’s a Story and it Means so Much:  Nothing has gotten more response from students or generated more fun, more mystery, more excitement, and more behavior-influencing rapport than telling a story.



Here’s Our Story
1. Have a Good Script:  Sixth Sense:  “I See Dead People”        [image: C:\Users\cgengl\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\Y83UJBI3\image1 (003).JPG]
· Make your class that different class that doesn’t follow the same plot as every other class.  
Create Lesson Plans (Scripts) which allows everyone to participate. Lecturing is a segment of the script, and not the whole script.   Always explain the practicality of why we are doing what we are doing.  
· Relate the content to their lives.  Why do I need to know this? Always explain “why” the students need to learn this for their lives.  It has nothing to do with getting into a good college.  It is about daily life.  How are they going to use vocabulary, writing and math on a daily basis so they can communicate, appreciate and in some instances, not get cheated in life.  
a. Leave room for Improvisation:  Don’t pack your lesson plan so much that it doesn’t allow you to flow with the class and use on the spot moments for developing relationships and fun. 
i. Example 1:  When a class is doing well, I teach at a higher level including Alg 2.  I do not always use Powerpoints/ it boxes me in.  This gives student tremendous confidence that they can. 
ii. Example 2:  Use Ipads as a competition for answers/assessment immediately.  Creates confidence and fun.    
iii. Example 3:  Choice boards:  6 box grid that allows students to choose from the 6 boxes to demonstrate vocabulary words
iv. Example 4: Mini White Boards 
v. Example 5:  Trashcan Basketball:  Write the vocab word and the definition on another and throw the crumpled up strips in the middle of the classroom.  Have to find the word and the matching definition from the paper pile, sit down and write the word and definition if they found the pair.  The top three students who completes the game get to play Trashcan Basketball.  
vi. Example 6:  Math Puzzle:  Create a complex problem the students have not been exposed to yet, but have an idea regarding the steps.   Cut up the steps into strips and mix them up.  Have the students put the problem in correct order.  The problem is the end problem of the chapter.  Explain that they just completed the entire chapter in 5 minutes.  Another confidence builder.  

2. Story Telling/Narration: The Beverly Hillbillies: [image: C:\Users\cgengl\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\Y83UJBI3\image1 (004).JPG]
Let me tell you a story about a man named Jed…….
· Relate your life to the content:  Be a good story teller and draw them into your class and timed story-telling can work wonders in encouraging and increasing interest in your subject.
a. First impressions are important.  Create a hook at the beginning of school to express your personality and why you never want to miss what is being said.  Good story telling about your life or about the content you are teaching will create the students’ desire to pay attention.  
i. Hook:  Teepee, Scratch Math, Ricochet, Name Game; you are not simply doing but telling them that it’s possible to be successful at what they are doing.  They need to enjoy.
ii. Tell them about real events in your life that show the need why it is important to understand your content:  Taco Bell, Dim Sum, Vacation Pictures, ect.
iii. Tell them what you don’t know when appropriate so they realize you’re are a lifetime learner and an ongoing student, like they are.
· Relate something to their lives:  Use a “Motivational Monday” that teaches them something or pushes them to get motivated.  Ex:  Short Videos, sayings, Youtube, etc.  (Talk about it after the video).

3. Action!!:   James Bond:  Skyfall   Action from start to finish. [image: ]
· Have fun when appropriate:  This will make you enjoy your job more.  When you enjoy your job, interest levels go up with the students and relationships develop deeper.  Show enthusiasm.  Be animated and use different inflections/accents with your voice.  It’s contagious.  
a. Improv and audience participation are a must.  
b. Create a class where everyone gets a say and becomes part of the dynamics of the class.    Students need to have fun.  It is their makeup, but be careful about the pendulum swinging too far.
i. Use Whiteboard Tables as their paper and pencils.  This action gets them engaged and it uses the muscles of their entire arm to practice.  And besides, it’s fun!  They are never out of paper and pencils and they can never give you an excuse.  Let them take a screenshot of their work as evidence.  
ii. Use Idea Paint as a competitive tool and ongoing assessments.  The excitement is when students get to erase their work if they are correct.  They all strive to be the first to be correct or just correct. The students enjoy this and want to do more.  Time passes very quickly. 
iii. Fill out Facebook Sheet.  Pull them out throughout the year and do an interview.  A couple of times every 2-3 weeks.  Great way for everyone to get to know everyone.  Great relationship builder.  
iv. Fun Friday:  Last 5 minutes of class.  Earn anything on hand.  5 Question random quiz about anything that comes to the teacher’s mind.  Does not need to be related to the content at all.  One rule.  Don’t cheat.  Chance to break the routine of a class.  Students love this.  
v. Be Vulnerable at Times:  Sing a song for a formula and dance or play basketball.  Do anything that fits the dynamics of my class.  Football plays during specific concepts.  
vi. Songs:  Song Appointments and Formula Songs
1. Choose 4 Songs.  Have a different partner and throughout the year play the song and they already know who their partner is and they will automatically go to their partner.
2. Use songs to help students memorize formulas and processes, such as the Quadratic Formula. 
vii. Stress Meter:  Sometimes not every day is a fun day.  But, let the students know.  
viii. Teacher Body Language is Extremely Important:  Smile whenever you can, but when you can’t…
1. Give the eye (in fun)…..
2. Serious and silly facial expression can go a long way. They have to learn to “read” you.
3. Back stance and mmmmhmmmm……..
4. Use terminology from their generation.  
5. Get away from the podium or table so they can see your entire body.  They need to be able to read you when you say nothing.   

4. Applause:  Audience Participation.  Whose Line is it Anyway?  [image: C:\Users\cgengl\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\Y83UJBI3\image1 (002).JPG]
Where everything is made up and the points don’t matter.  
· Laugh and get them laughing (even where you are yelling at them   Watch the mood at the time).  Children love laughing.  Adults love laughing.  Be funny.   Make random statements.  Make compliments.  Make your class fun.  80 minutes of lectures will put anybody to sleep, including yourself.  If you have to lecture, spice it up with laughter or anything that pulls your audience in. 
a. Include your audience with Improv:  This could be a learning segment, how students can make connections, comment on their new haircut, how they did in an event, or their boots are cute.  Compliment them on how they did that day in a class or when a struggling student did so well.  Brag on students occasionally who don’t get to hear that often.  Let them know you are more than your subject.  Be genuinely interested in them.  
i. Play Improv with your class:  Let them yell out “nouns” for examples.  Create a skit that incorporates those nouns.  Fun frontloading activity.
b. Create/draw pictures that incorporate a concept from the elementary to the high school level such as:  basic shapes, parallel lines, perpendicular lines etc.  Let them be creative.  Ask them what they want to do.  
c. Get them moving as often as possible.  
d. Never talk over your audience:  Wait for them to be quiet.  They need to learn.  Draw the audience in to control the audience. 
i.  I always say, I’ll wait.  I don’t want to show disrespect by talking over them, they get the message. 
ii. Just be quiet and stare.  They will get the message.  Somebody will say shhhhhhh.  
e. Allow students to make decisions on how they learn the material. Their ideas can be as good as yours.  Become a “yes” person at times to teaching a lesson collectively, individuality, teacher conducted, by Quizlet, choice board, etc.  
f. Ask them “what am I doing right and what am I doing wrong?”

5. Standing Ovation:  Titanic and Star Wars:  [image: C:\Users\cgengl\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\Y83UJBI3\image1.GIF]
Many people didn’t see this once or twice, but countless times.  Their standing ovation was the return to the theaters.  
· The standing ovation is the action the students take after the class is over for that day or that year and for a lifetime.
· Tell your students things like:  “You’re a great class,   I enjoy/love being your teacher,  I missed you (after a break)”.  Vinegar repels, but honey attracts.  
· Tell and show them you are a caring teacher.  It creates mutual respect and a better learning environment
i. Your students will thank you for your class
ii. Parents will tell you their child loves your class.
iii. Graduates will come by and say hello
iv. Students will remind you of what they learned and how much fun they had in class
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