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L.5_Culture Article 2年画 Chinese New Year Pictures

1. 看视频，学习文化：
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-H3q9M4IIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDnRE4aumyo  （年画艺人）
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1. 回答问题：
1. 年画是什么时候用的？年画会放在什么地方？
1. 中国的年画都有什么样的？
1. 年画里的胖娃娃、鲤鱼、莲花和石榴都是表现什么的？为什么？
1. 年画里的石榴、桃子和佛手也表示吉祥吗？为什么？
1. 中国的年画有什么特点？
1. 请用3个长句子说一说中国年画的意义。
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The Chinese Aesthetic
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Chinese New Year Pictures

Most Chinese families like to paste a few New Year pictures on their doors or windows
during the Chinese New Year celebration. Some New Year pictures depict a baby holding a
carp in one hand and a lotus flower in the other; and other pictures have three boys holding a
pomegranate, a giant peach, and a citrus fruit called “the Buddha’s hand” These paintings
actually have very specialized meanings.

Why would a baby holding a carp and a lotus flower symbolize blessings? Carp in Chinese
is li yu which sounds similar to “profit” and “abundance” Lotus flower is lian in Chinese, a
homophone of another lian, meaning “to continue.” A picture depicting a baby with a carp
and a lotus flower expresses the wish of having abundance year after year.

Now why do pomegranates, peaches and citrus fruit represent good luck? Merchants from
Central Asia brought pomegranates to China. The Chinese liked the fruit because the multi-
tude of seeds in a pomegranate makes a nice homophone for duo zi, “being blessed with many
sons.” Peaches have been used to symbolize longevity throughout Chinese history. Legend has
it that the Queen of the West planted many peach trees in her garden. These trees only bear
fruit once every nine thousand nine hundred and ninety nine years. Whoever is lucky enough
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to eat one of these peaches will become immortal. The citrus fruit “Buddha’s hand” has
a similar pronunciation to the Chinese word fu, “blessings” So, making a picture with
boys holding pomegranates, peaches and Buddha's hands symbolizes blessings, longevity,
and fertility.

Symbolism is abundant in Chinese New Year paintings. Next time you see such a painting
during the Chinese New Year, try to see if you can interpret the visual puns in it.

YOUR TURN:
1. Go online and find a few examples of Chinese New Year’s pictures to understand the
symbolism described above.
2. Visual puns are not unique to the Chinese. Different religions and cultures all have
visual puns or rebuses that can serve allegorical purposes. Select some common visual

puns from your own culture and prepare an oral presentation on them in Chinese.
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