Lesson 4_Supplementary Culture Article 1
仓颉造字
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWIdvd9j3BQ
阅读短文，回答问题：

1. 传说汉字是谁造出来的？
2. 黄帝为什么让仓颉造字？
3. 仓颉坐在河边的房子里想怎么造字，这时候发生了一件什么事情？
4. 猎人怎么启发了仓颉？
5. 仓颉造字的意义是什么？（3个长句子）
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Vocabulary List
1	传说	傳說	chuán shuō	legend; folklore; 
 2	大臣	大臣	dà chén	             cabinet minister
[bookmark: _GoBack]3	统一	統一	tǒng yī               	to unify; to unite; to integrate
4	管理	管理	guǎn lǐ    	to supervise; to manage; to administer; management; 
5	清楚	清楚	qīng chu	clear; distinct; to understand thoroughly
6	动物	動物	dòng wù	animal; Classifiers: 只
7	中部	中部	zhōng bù	middle part; central section
8	蹄印	蹄印	tí yìn	              hoofprint
9	猎人	獵人	liè rén        	hunter
10	启发	啓發	qǐ fā	              to enlighten; to explain (a text etc); to stimulate (a mental attitude); enlightenment; revelation; motivation
11	鸟兽	鳥獸	niǎo shòu	birds and beasts; fauna
12	(一)批	批	pī	classifier for batches, lots, military flights; tier (for the ranking of universities and colleges)
13	象形字	象形字	xiàng xíng zì	pictogram (one of the Six Methods 六书 of forming Chinese characters); Chinese character derived from a picture; sometimes called hieroglyph
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Legend has it that Chinese characters were invented by Cang Jie, a minister of the Yellow
i Emperor, one of the legendary kings of China. After the Yellow Emperor unified the Central
Plain (the middle range of the Yellow River), he asked Cang Jie to create a writing system
! so that bookkeeping for the royal palace would become easier. However, creating a writing
i system was no easy task. Cang Jie would sit in his home by the river devoting much time
and effort to this question, but was still unable to think of anything. One day, while thinking
in front of his house, Cang Jie saw a phoenix flying in the sky. The leaf the bird was carrying
in its mouth fell to the earth, and a paw print could be clearly seen upon it. A hunter told
Cang Jie that the paw print belonged to a leopard, and that every species of animal had a
distinctive paw print. All the hunter had to do was look at the paw print, and he would know
i what animal had made it.
: The hunter inspired Cang Jie: Didn’t the mountains and streams, sun and moon, flowers
and plants, birds and beasts all have their own unique shapes? If these shapes could be drawn,
would that not count as writing? In this way, Cang Jie created the first batch of characters.

We call these characters “pictographs.”




